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LZ Men s freak, let him ſpeak as the Oracles of God, Pet, iv. 11. 
true, hut every Man a Liar. Rom. iii. 4. 
Bleed i is * Man to whom the Lord will not a din. Rom. iv. 8. 
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a 1 0 enſure and Contempt. 


him hot, as he has long ſince known the Emptineſs 


4 


Wt A * inne | s n 
- | RivereND SIR, | ln pI) 
O Will have no Reaſon to be ſurpriſed at my 
1 - writing you this Letter, when you recollect, that 
in a Sermon preached laſt Year before the Governors of 
the Magdalen-Houſe, and publiſhed at their Requeſt, « 
you have taken Notice of my printed Sermon, with a 
; Deſign to expoſe the Doctrine advanced therein to pub- 


Your contemptuous Treatment of the Author troubles 


and Vanity of all that Reputation and Applauſe, which 
the Children of this World are thirſting after; and ha 


neſs of God therein revealed, Rom, i. 17. he would have 
eld his Peace; but it behoves him to ſpeak on the 
Behalf" of thoſe ſacred Truths, which you have ſo 


openly blaſphemed. es Ie nts | 
Think it not ſtrange, Sir, that I am zealous to 
maintain the Truth and. Excellency of the Doctrine ſet 
forth in that Sermon; for my preſent Peace and eternal 


i 


Salration are built: upon it—-If fubfication iy, is 
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"ticularly, and expreſely in theſe Words, They who 
lead you to hope for Pardon without Penitence, and * i 


| e ati. 15, $ See Lale ti, 25. John Vii. 56. Ad xxvi- 23, 23, 


- Chriſt alone *, or by his Righteouſneſs imputed +, or thro 


Faith in his Blood, can be proved a falſe Doctrine; or 
that it is not plainly and expreſsly taught in Scripture ; 
my Hope of eternal Life would be weak as the Spider's 
Web, every Blaſt of Temptation would rob me of my 
Peace, nor -could my own Bowels ſupply me with a 
Hope more permanent and ſure. 

This fundamental Doctrine of Chriſtianity (the Hope 
and Confidence of all the People of God) was of old laid 
for a Foundation in Zion; even from the Time that 
God, who cannot lie, faid unto the Serpent, I will put 


Enmic betrveen thee and the Woman, betꝛvcen thy Seed and 
ber Seed; it ſhall'$ruiÞ thy Head, and thou ſalt bruifs his 
Heel; and this Promiſe, and this Seed, hath ever ſince 


been the Joy and Support of all the Children of Faith &; 
notwithſtanding the powerful Oppoſition . of its nume- 
rous Adverſaries; td in vain doth Mr. Dadd think, by 
His additional Aid, to ſubvert and deſtroy it.---It is one 
of the principal Pillars on which the whole Houſe of 


* of God reſts, nor can it at all ſtand without it ; and ſeeing 
God's Right Hand hath fixed it there, and placed it 
for a Foundation, it cannot be removed, nor ſhaken by |. I 


all the Power of the Enemy. | 


My Sermon, or, rather, the Apoſtle's Doctrine theres , 
in eſpouſed and vindicated, you have repreſented in a 


Light moſt odious and contemptible; not only by call- 
ing it a weak and obnoxious Sermon,” but more par- 


depend on an enthuſiaſtic Faith without Fruits, or”: 


Righteouſneſs without Works, (a Docttine we have heard 
but too lately enforced) lead you to depend on that 


which has 0 Exiſlence, and to deceive yourſelves with a 


Gal. ii. 16. . Non. iv. 5, 6; 11. f. Nan iii; 25, 26. and v. 9. 


7 


5 

' 

] 

1 

( 

I 

t 

8 

i 
P 
2 
2 
W 

| ar 
* * 
to 
Tl 


Th 


6 2 
Deluſion, which is, of all others, moſt dangerous.“ 
If Mr. Dadd can fairly ſhew that this Diſcourſe has any | 
other Tendency, than to glorifie God for his Mercy, in 
the Salvation of Sinners by Jus Gbri/t ; and to — 
perſonal Holineſs among the Children of Faith, accord 
ing to the Holy Scriptures; the Author promiſes to ac- 
knowledge, and retract publicly, all ſuch Words, and [| 
Expreſſions, as favour of Self-Rrghteouſneſs, or Antino= || 
mianiſn, either in Principle, or in Practice By calling 
it „ 4 weak Diſcourſe,” You probably aid at the 
Plainneſs of its Language, and Simplicity of 
ſition: But if this be reckoned a Fault, the Author 
ever aiming to be underſtood by all, and miſtaken by 
none) would rather g/ory in that Infrmity, leſt at auy 
time he ſhould: be tempted to glory in Excellency of \1 
Speech, and enticing Words of human Eloquence, know- || 
ing that the Faith of God's Elec flandeth Sw nor is 
produced by, the Force of human Reaſoning and Aug 
ment, or perſuaſive Words of Man: Hum, — in s 
Mord which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, and by the effettual 11 
| working of his mighty Power & not by ſudied Language | 
and moral Swaſion, but by the "plain preaching , C 
cruc fied; and by divine Energy are Sinners convetted un- 
10 God for it in written, Gad barb . choſen - the? foal: I 
Things of the World to confound the Wiſe ; and the weak | | 
Things of the World to confound the Things that are mighty 1 
that no Fleſh ſhould glory in his Preſence :--- For the Foolifh=" 
5 of God is wiſer than Men ; and-the Weakneſs of God is 
pd than Men t.. The Apoſtles have fully teſtified” 
(which is alſo confirmed by a Cloud of Witneſſes) that 
the preaching of the Groſs, or of Chri/t cruciſeu, is a ſtum- 
bling to 5 Few and the Phariſee; and to the\reqfaning 
Greek and moral Philoſopher, Fooliſhneſs; yet to them 
- which are called, he is Chriſt, the Power of God, and ile 
8 Wiſdom, {| 


WE Fe e 


4 1 Cor. ii. 1, 4» 8. | + 1 Car. i. 25, ee. | i * 
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| (4 ) 
Wiſdom of God; and by this reputed Fooliſhneſs of 
| preaching, it pleaſed Gad to ſave them that believe, 
It is ſufficiently manifeſt, for the Facts are notorious, 
that this Manner of preaching Chriſt, not in Wiſdom 
of Words, but in all Simplicity of Scripture Language, 
and Plainneſs of Speech, is attended with ſupernatural 

| Power, meets with divine Approbation, and receiveth 
Bling from God, unto the Corverfion and Salvation 


of Sinners; - whilſt the contrary Method of teaching la- 


Poe, and meeting with no Manner of Succeſß. Nor is 
ie at all ſtrange, that'theſe Men ſhould not profit their 
* Hearers; who preach themſelves, and not Jeſus Chriſt ; 
| which frenuoully inſiſt on the Wiſdom and Ability of 
Man, but never ſhew forth the Wiſdom and Power of 
'| Godin faving Sinners; and that Chriſt crucified is hat 
Wiſdom and Power unto the Salvation of all them that 
believe. Such Men (ſeeing they profeſſedly believe the 
boly Scriptures) muſt be guilty of a/ſtrange Over/ight, in 
{| ſuppoſing thernſelves better Sophifiers than Satan, to have 
more Subtilty than the . and more powerful than 
His numerous Legions; or elſe they muſt be ignorant 


en State, 1 arſbehieve the Scripture Account of it; 
| which'plainly and explicitly declares, that every Man 
| by Nature is zctally- ignorant of the Things of God *; 
and chat his carnal Mind is E againſt mee and 
whereas he has neither the true Knowledge nor Love 
"of Gd dwelling in him; he muſt needs be under the 
#itire Dominion of Sin and Satan. It is no marvel, 
therefor} that ſuch Perſons go on deceiving others, who 
are #hemſeboes deceived to believe a Lie. Was it ever 
a * the ac. ra of the World ö Is e one 
0 In- 


* + Rem. i. 30. viii. 7. 
5. 3. a 


* 3 iii. 4 Y.. Eph, iv. 18. v. 8. f 
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bours and toils in van; ſpending its Strength to no Pur 


* notwithſtanding all their boaſted Knowledge) of Mans 
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Inſtance of it recorded in all the Book of God, that a 
Sinner was made free from Sin, and the Power of Sa- 
tan, by Lectures on moral Subjects, or by reading Diſ- 
courſes on the Nectitude of the human Nature, the Free- 
aum of the Will, or the fallen Creature's Ability to de- 
liver and fave his own Soul? We read in the Oracles 
of Truth, that 20 Man can come to Chriſt except he is 
drawn of the Father *; and that without Chriſt be can do 
nothing +, but what is Evil continually T; and, there- 


fore, the Goſpel of Chriſt is declared to be the Pomer of 
God unto Salvation to every one that believeth ; becauſe, 


therein is revealed the Righteouſneſs of God; and accord- 
ingly we find that the Apoſtles ceaſed not to teach, and 
preach: Jeſus Chrift &, that his Elect might obtain the Sal- 
vation which God had before promiſed (a) through the 
Faith of him: Now upon this Goſpel Plan that Sermon is 


written, which is the Object of your Cenſure and n- 


" tempt ; and if a College of modern Clergy, who cannot 


endure. found Doctrine, were allowed to fit in Judgment 


upon me, and my Sermon, tis more than probable 
we ſhould both be condemned; yet I cannot therefore 
think ic at all obnoxious to Apofohc Cenſure, but am 
fully perſuaded, if their Voice was heard, they would 
confirm the Doctrine therein advanced, as agreeable to 
the Voices of the Prophets and the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt ; 
and if ſo, your contemptuous Reproach, | and bold 
Charge of Hereſy,” and lcentious Docũrine, will not fall 
upon me, but the Apoſtles and Prophets of the Lord 
Jeſus, ſeeing J have received, and learnt from them, 


that Dactrine which I preach, and you oppoſe.---The Pare 
L. 


ticulars of this heavy Charge, are, 


2 vi. 44, 66. + + John xv. 5. 1 Gen. vi. 5. 5 AA, v. 
42. N. Tim, ii. 10. (a) Tit. i. 1, 2. 0 * 


( 


without Penitence ; 2dly, That I preach © an enthu- 
faaſtic Faith without Fruits +;” and, lg, lead Man- 
kind © to depend upon a Righteouſneſs without M orks T. 

Io each of theſe J ſhall ſpeak in order. And, 1}, 1 
am accuſed of encouraging Sinners to hope for Pardon 
without Penitence.” If you here mean by Penitence 
what the Papiſts mean. by Penance, I acknowledge the 
Charge; but if you intend by it what the Scripture 
means by Repentance, I deny it. 

Penitence, tis true, doth not fully expreſs what the 
Papiſis underſtand by Penance ; much leſs doth it com- 
prehena the Meaning, or expreſs the Senſe of Scripture 

nce---By Penance the Romiſh Church under- 

ſtands Satrsfattion for Sin, made by the Sinner unto the 

Jullice of God by Means of the good Works which 

himſelf does, ſuch as Faſtings, Prayers, Tears, ſuffering 

8 Puniſhment, &c. which ſhe requires as pre- 
© = woufly neceſſary to the Pardon of Sin.---Mr. Dodd by Pe- 
nitence (if his Words expreſs his Thoughts) means 
barely Grief or Sorrow ; for the Word properly denotes 
any Kind of Sorrow, arifing from a Senſe of Pain, or 
Fear of Puniſhment. + 

But the true Repentance ſpoken of in Scripture widely 
differs from both ; it . means Sati action for Sin, , 
nor Sorrow of Heart. | 
F You cannot, Sir, be ignorant that Penitence, * 

=Y the Latin, Penitentia, is far from expreſſing the Senſe of 
i the Greek ur, J which ſtrictly means, a Change of 
if Mind or Heart; whereas your Penitence imports no ſuch 
Wo Change, 


£ 


j 1 See J xliii. 24, 25. and ch. xliv. 21, 22. Fph.i. 7. + 2 The. 
i ps os Pet. i. 21. We” 8, 9. t Rom. iv. 6. 

1 roughout all the Teſtament (excepting only five or ſix Places) 
b * Repent or Repentance occurs in our Tranſlation, the Gree# Words are 
eres, and pereroe; by the former is meant h. Change of Mind, 
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1/, That I encourage Sinners. to hope for -Pardon 
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ins that 
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them; for none of your Penitents can weep more” bitterly 
than Eſau, or puniſh their Bodies more cruelly than Juda; 


nt Sons, 


wii hey hte, , " 

Change, but ſimply Grief, or Anxiety of Soul, whoſe 
Effects are, weeping, and warkng, and gnaſbing of Teeth ; 
ſuch as Criminal feel at the Gallows; or the Proftitute 
and Debauchee, when by Sickneſs, Poverty and Death, 
they receive the due Reward of their Deeds, and: 
the Fruits of their Intemperance, Sloth, and Folly ; or 
ſach' as thoſe Apo/iate Angels and unclean Spirits are 
conſcious of, who know there is a God, fee/ their Guilt, 
and tremble. The Prophet ſpeaks of your Penitence when 
he faith unto God, concerning his Perſecutors, Give 
them Sorrow of Heart, thy Curſe unto them *. . He doth 
not ſay, give them Repentance, left they ſhould” cun- 
vert and be bealed +. | ig M1 

No Man was better acquainted with the Nomiſb Pe- 
nance, or Mr. Dodd's Penitence , than Eſau and Judas: 
They were both ſorely diſtreſſed in their Minds for that 
which they. had fooliſhly and wickedly done, when 
they found the Evil and Miſery it had brought upon 


yet they were both rejected, and conſequently were 

Strangers to Goſpel Repentance, nor did they at any time 

receive its attendant Bleſſing, Remiſſion of Sins. 
It may, perhaps, be objected that Judas. 


repemes 
himſelf: Mat. xxvii. 3. But I apprehend our Tranſlation 


Darkneſs to Light, and from Error to Truth; the latter ſignifies ae 

to change ones Mind; which is freely performed, and naturally follows, 

where the former is previouſly wrought by divine R that 
ing 


was turned I repented. Jer, xxxi. 19.-—Thy People ſhall be wi in the ® 


| 
that is wrought on our Souls by the Spirit of God, when he turns us gm 
| 
| 


bY 
Day of thy Power. Pf. cx. 3.— God perad venture will give them Repent» Þ 


ance to the Acknowledging of the Truth ; and that they may recover themſelves 
' out of the Snare of the Devil. 2 Tim. ii. 25, 26. PL 5; 
Lan. id. 65. + John xii. 40. Te 
t © Penitential Works, or Works of Penance” are uſed by the Papiſts ©. 7 
exactly in the ſame Senſe, and as _— reſſions ; whence it ap- * 
pears, that ſome of the Clprgy, calle Frog ivines, are Baſtards, and 
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#i here faulty, and that in two Neſpects; for in the fi 
Place, the Word which is rendered a#rvely, is paſſtve ; 
the Original doth not expreſs what Judas did, but what 
he . ed £ Secondly, the Word is not ur, but 
Ne rh N; the former ſignifies wiſely to change one's 
Mind for the better; the latter, only to be ected ith 
Grief or Sorrow ; yet theſe Words, of very different Im- 
port, are rendered in our Engh/b Tranſlation exactly the 


ſame. Now the Word in the Text before us is - 


ue à part. paſſ. of the Verb PMETXMEAO Ay and 
ſtrictly mean 8, being afterwards grieved, or, he «vas after- 


au dl trouble. The Context alſo requires this Senſe to 


be given to it:---For when Judas, which betrayed 
Chrift', ſaw that he was condemned, how was he af- 
feed ?\ Did he truly repent? No verily ; for then he 
would have found Mercy according to the. Scriptures. 
See Prov. xxv. 13. Mat. xi. 31, 32. Luke xv. 7. 
But tis plain that he was ſorely grieved and troubled 
for what he had done; which Anxiety and Diſtreſs of 
Mind was no Way inconſſtlent with, but rather the 
* Reaſon of, that Suicide which ſoon followed: Thus he 
Was fivallowed up of overmuch Sorrow, having too much 
of Mr. Dodd's Penitence ; nor was he deſtitute of the 
Fruits and Effects of it; for the ſacred Hiſtorian tells us, 
that he was not only grieved for his Sin, but he alſ 
aunfelſed it openly, declaring to the Chief Prieſts and E- 
ders, that Jeſus, whom he had betrayed, was an inno- 
cent Perſon, and that he had ned in what he had done: 
Moreover, he made all the Reſtitution that was in his 


i Power, and returned again the thirty Pieces of Silber; 
i thus trying every Way to obtain Pardon, and fave him- 


felf 5 nevertheleſs the Y/rath of God abode upon bim; 

for Salvation is by Grace, and Repentance is the Gift of 
2 Gad! ves 5 | ho | # 8 
o Thus 


Sm o os 


Sax 4 Reed aac af. fl.q.ic Xx DTnrtt a - 


— 


69 
Thus, Sir, in the Example of Judas, the Scriptare 
hath given us a diſtinct and full Account of your Pen. 
fence, with all its Fruits and Effects; whereby tis evi- 
dent, that Sorrow for Sin, public Confeſtan of it, and 
Endeavours to make all the Amends * and Satisfattim 
for it that is in our Power, is not | ſaving, or true Re- 
SER 27 II x had . | 
There is, I confeſs; a godly Sorrow that accompanies 
true Repentance in all the People of God; for they 
who are Partakers of that S Change, and receive that 
Heavenly Gift of Repentance unto Life, cannot but mourn 
the Sins of their Brethren, and be grieved for their own 
Offences whenſoever they backſlide, and do wickedly ; 
knowing that we are called not 10 Uncleanneſs, but unto 
Holineſs : Therefore Godly Sorrow in Believers worketh 
Repentance unto Salvation not to be repented of; but 

| Hs oe, chatted hs des 


* Mr, Dead, in his Sermon before the Governors of the Magdala So- 
ciety, page 17, 18, having preſented his Auditory with a ſuppoſed Ex- 
poſtulation of a periſhing Harlot with the Inſtrument of her Ruin, ad- 
dreſſes them thus: If ever you have been fo unfortunate as to be the 
fatal Cauſes of ſuch Sorrow, now, by fincere Repentance, labour to obtain 
the great Redeemer's Pardon, and by a ready 4/ifance of this Charity, 
calculated for the Relief of ſach deſerted Sufferers, endeavour t6 make the 
beſt Amend: that you are able for your Fault.“ Reader, obſerve in hat 
Manner Mr, Dodd encourages Sinners to hope for Pardon at the Hands of 
Chrift, +/z. by doing ſomewhat which he calls —— Repentance, and by 
labouring,\ and taking much Pains to obtain it: He alſo teaches them how 
to make Amend: for their Faults, particularly thoſe of Whoredon and For- 
nication, vix. y a ready Aſifance” of the Magdalen Charity, > 

Sinners are here directed to make Amends for their Sins, and ſeek to ob- 
tain Pardon; not by Grace, but by Works not by the Blood of Jeſus, "but 
by the Virtus or Merit of giving to public Charities ; not by the Pozer of 
God, but by the Simer's own Labour and Endeavours. —*Tis true, he men 
tions the Redeemer, but he treats him as if he vere not a Redeemer ; for he 
ſends the Sinner to him, act to receive Grace or Redemption from him, 
but to carry ſomething 10 him, that he may obtain his Pardon; and it 
ſeems after all, that he is n? accepted, but diſmiſſed without the Bleſſing ; 
therefore he is, at laſt, exhorted to make the g Amend, or Atonement 
for his Sins, that be is able, by contributing towards the Magdalen Charity. 
Ho directly oppoſite is alf this to St. aus Doctrine, who teſtifies, 
that by Grate abe are ſaved thro) Faith, and that not of ourſelves ; it is the 


Gift of Goa, mot of Works, left any Man foould boaſt, Eph. ii. 8, g. 


| ( 10 ) 
there is alſo a worldly Sorrow, which, on the contrary, 
worketh Death, ſuch as was in Cain, Eſau, Judas, 
and the young Ruler mentioned in Luke xviii. of whom 
it is ſaid, be was exceeding ſorrowful ; that is, in other 
Words, he had abundance of that human Penitence 
which you ſo highly eſteem ; but 'tis plain it doth not 
amount to that which the Scripture calls Repentance, 
nor is of the Nature of it. Paul did not rejoice that the 
Corinthians were made ſorry by his Letter to them, altho 
it were a godly Sorrow; but he rejoiced at their Repent- 
ance; Wherefore Repentance may have Place in a 
Heart where there is 10 Sorrow, and there may be 
much Sorrow where there is 0 Repentance ; for Sorrow, 
Grief, or Anguiſh of Spirit, may ariſe from very different 
Morives or Conſiderations ; but Repentance is a Change of 
the Mind from Darkneſs to Light, from Evil to Good 
firſt in Principle, and then in Practice. 
True Repentance has its proper Fruits and Effects as 
well as true Faith, and by zheſe it diſcovers, and makes 
itſelf known to the Brethren and to all Men; hence it is 
that a Change of Life and Behaviour are ſometimes 
atzvely called Repentance; for an internal Change of 
the Mind produces an external Change of Conduct. 
A. good Man out of the good Treaſure of his Heart bringeth 
forth that wwhich is good: Now a Man can know nothing 
of his Brother but by external Appearance, and by his 
outward Actions, for the Heart is known to God only; 
therefore, alſo, Repentance, which ſignifies a Change 
of Mind, is often uſed in Scripture to denote a Change of 
Life; for that which is inward of the Mind is Hidden from 
uw; and that only which is outward in the Walk and 
Converſation is ſeen and known by us. 
 Repentance then, or that Change of Mind, called in 
Greek uerorolæ, is not uſed in Scripture to fignifie any 
Kind of Change, whether good or bad; but is always 
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(11) 
to be underſtood in a good Senſe, exprefling a Gange 
for the better; it is a wiſe and holy Change, both of the 
Underſtanding, and of the Vill, which are the princi- 
pal Faculties or Powers of the Soul or Mind, and 
comprehended by it ; ſo that if the Underſtanding is not 
at all enlightened in the Knowledge of God, or the 
Will is averſe to the receiving of the Truth in Love, the 
Mind is not wholly or ſavingly changed ; but the Pro- 
feſſor will ſoon diſcover this by his Life and Actions; for 
from a new Heart proceed new Thoughts, new Af- 
fections, new Manners, and Newneſs of Life ; for a good 
Tree cannot bring forth evil Fruit; neither can a © 
Tree bring forth good Fruit; Mat. vii. 18. and as a Change of 
Life and Conduct is the % Evidence a Man can give that 
his Mind is changed ; therefore by a Metonimy of the Ef- 
fe for the Cauſe, an outward Change is ſometimes 
called Repentance.---Upon the whole, then, we may | 
may ſafely conclude, that Aue roνοỹ, which the P 70 
teſtants tranſlate Repentance, and the Papiſis Penance, 
does by no means ſignifie, nor give the Reader any Idea of 
Confeſſion of Sin, or Sorrow for it; but is deſigned to 
expreſs that Change of the Mind which is wrought in a 
Man by the Spirit of God, when he turnech him from 
Self-righteous, legal, and carnal Hopes and Dependencies, 
which is the Truſt and Support of every Man by Nature; 
that being changed from truſting in the Fleſh, in bim- 
felf and his own Righteouſneſs, he may believe in, and 
reſt upon, Jeſus Chriſt for Righteouſneſs and Life, as he 
is revealed and preached unto him in the Goſpel ;- and 
when the Mind is ſ changed, as to be turned from truſt- 
ing in Morality, Duties, and Self, to truſt alone in Chriſt 
for Salvation, this is what the Scripture calls Repentane 
unto Life. But by the above Figure, a practical Change 
of Conduit? from the Service of Sin 70 the Service of 


Righteouſneſs, may bear the Name of Repentance, and 
not elſe, C2 The 


(12) 
The Wing hang: i is often in Scripture repreſent- 
1 and made bm, to us, by the Sign of it: 
Thus the Bread and Wine in the Lord's Supper, is 
called the Body and Blood of Chriſt; whereas tis 
plain, both from the Nature of the Thing, and from 
other Scriptures, that tis only the. inſtituted Sign and 


its Effects, and the latter bears the Name of the former, 
_ becayſe it is produced by it, and can 7 other Way be diſ- 
covered; or made known to us: Thus keeping = Com- 
mandments is called the Love of God +, altho it be only 
the Fruit and Evidence of it: He that hath my Command- 
ments and keepeth: than, be it is that lrueth me. And 
again; 1f ye love me, keep my Commandments}. Now 
through the Hypocriſy of Man's Heart, and the Deceit- 
Fulneſs of Sin that dwelleth in him, there are ſome 
who have the cui Appearance and Externals of true 
Religion, that are deſtitute of the Truth and Power of it 
in their Souls. Hence it is, that a Man in his natural 
State, or an Infidel, may eat of- that Bread, and arink of 
that Wine, at the Lord s Table, and yet not. eat the 
Lord's Supper, nor ' partake of his Body and Blood. 
Men may be Moraliſts <orthout Morality, and charitable 
without Charity; for the Scripture regards not what a 
| . Man does, if it proceed not from right Motives, and 
Euangelicul Principles; from a Heart purified in the 
Blood of Chriſt, and ſanctißad through the Holy Ghoſt; 
from Faitb and Love unfeigned, unto the Glory ang Praiſe 
Fa by Jefus Chriſt our Lord. 
But they who make igt of Chriſt, trample upon his 
precious Bla and blaſpheme the Holy Ghoft and his divine 
perations ; their Meralittes, Charities, &c. can be no 
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Shadnw of it. In like Manner the Cauſe is exoreſied by 


r than dead Works, and by no means acceptable to. 
God. The Scripture compares Mich? Men to whited 


(13 
Sepulchres, that appear fair, and even beautiful on the 
outfide, but within are full of Hypacrify and all Unclean- 
neſs *,---We read, likewiſe, of tome that preach Chriſt 
even of Envy and Strife |, not of Love and Good-will, but 
from deviliſh, baſe, and worldly Motrves: But if Satan 
be transformed into an Angel of tet, it is no marvel that 
his Miniſters be transformed as the Miniſters of Righteous 
neſs, whoſe End ſhall be according to their Works 4. 
The Diſlinction which we have already noticed be- 
tween Repentance, or a Change of the Mind; and zts 
Fruits or Effects ; is not contrary to Scripture, but ac- 
cording to it: 2 the Baptiſt has declared it in theſe 
Words, bring forth therefore Fruits meet for Repentance g;: 
And Paul, alſo, in his De&r:me maintains the , ſame Di- 
Aindtion, who went every where. preaching that Men 
ſhould repent and turn to God, and do Works meet for Re- 
— In both theſe Scriptures 'tis ſufficiently clear, 
that Repentance means a Change of the Mind, and no 
more, which Change was to be a:covered, and made 
manifeſt by the Fruits which it brought forth in the 
Life and Converſation. 
Now Penitence differs from Repentance in ſeveral Re- 
ſpects, as 
,, Penitence is barely Trouble of Mind, or Jarive 
, of Heart: but Repentance is a real Change of both. - - | 
„ Penitence i is conſiſtent with Darkneſs in the Un- 
F. eg and Enmity in the Will; but Repentance 
neceſſarily implies a Mind enlightened, and a Will 
framed and prepared to receive Chriſt in Faith unfeigned. 
zaly, Penitence is merely a human Paſſion, and com- 
mon to all Men, whether regenerate or unregenerate; but 
 Repentance is the Gift of Gad, and peculiar to his  Eletli 


only; it being one of thoſe good and perfect. 1 


Mar. xxiii. 27. + Phil. i. 15, 16. t 2 Cor. xi. 14, 15. 
5 Mat. iii. 8. Ad, xxvi. 20. 


E | 
miſed in the new Covenant of Grace, by Jeſus Chriſt, 
to them which he hath purchaſed with his own Blood. 


4thly, Penitence hath not Pardon of Sin annexed to 


it, there being no ſuch Promiſe made to it in Scripture ; 
but Repentance is ever followed and accompanied with 
Forgiveneſs of Sins as its attendant Bleſſing, thro Faith; 
for they are both the Gifts of God by Grace in Chriſt 
| Jeſus ;---and both neceſſary to Salvation; therefore Re- 
pentance and Remiſſion of Sins are joined together. 
Luke xxiv. 47. Attsv. 31. Wo 


5thly, Therefore to preach Penitence as the Condition 


of Pardon, gives that Honor to the Creature, which is 
due only to the Creator, excludes Chriſt's Atonement, 


and the Operation of his Spirit; and, finally, decerves 


the Sinner with fa/ſe Hopes of Salvation, leaving him 
ſtill the Servant of Sin, and in the Bond of Iniquity : But 
whereas Repentance is a Change of the Mind or Heart, 
the Werk of God's Spirit, and his Giſt by Jeſus Chriſt ; 
it aſcribes the whole Glory to God, and effeftually turns 
= Smner both from the Love of Sin, and the Service 
of it. | 
For as this Change of the Mind, called in Scripture, 
Repentance, hath God for its Author, it muſt needs be 
a turning from fale Principles, deceitful Hopes, and 
evil Affections, unto a ſure Foundation of Hope or 
Truſt, which is Chriſt crucified, and unto pure and un- 


feigned Love both of God and of Men; and, conſe- 


quently, a Foundation is thereby laid for the Mortifi- 
cation of all Sin in the Deeds thereof, and for promoting 
the Practice of all good Works. | * 
Faith and Repentance, which are both the Gifts of 
Bod by Jeſus Chriſt, and the Work of his Spirit, are 
fo imimateiy united and woven together, that in ſome 
Scriptures where they occur, tis difficult to —_— 
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ſeparate between them ! ; notwithſtanding, there is a 
Difference, and the Diſtinction may be thus pointed 

out : Repentance is a divine Change of the Mind, 
whereby it is framed and diſpoſed for the Reception of 
| God's Method and Way of ſaving Sinners, which is by 
Chriſt Jeſus ; and Faith, or believing, is a Knowledge 
x and embracing of the Truth as it is in Jeſus; or an acting 
and Exerciſe of the Mind ſo changed towards the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in a Way of Hope, Truſt, Love, and Con- 
fidence thro' him. | 

When this ſupernatural Change or turning of the 
Heart is wrought in a Sinner by the holy Spirit of Pro- 
miſe, he then, but 2 before, turns himſelf, or repents, 
acting according to that ęfectual Change which is wrought 
in him by divine Power.---Turn thou me, and ] ſhall be 
turned. Surely after that I was turned, I repented Þ+. 
Now Faith, which follows this Repentance, or holy 
Change of Mind, brings the Soul to the true Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, for R:ghteouſneſs and Life which is in 
him: Herein the Spirit of God makes ſuch a Diſcovery 
of Chriſt to his Elect, as he does not unto the World; 
> | whereby h- appears, and they apprehend him to be full 
of Grace and Truth; infinitely able to fave Sinners, and 
| infinitely amzable in his Perſon : By this alſo they are 
both died and influenced to believe in Chriſt, or ckave 
unto him with Purpoſe of Heart in Love, as the alone Sa- 
viour, or only poſſible Way of Salvation for Sinners: - 
Thus when Faith is divinely wrought in the Heart, or 
when it is given to any one to believe in Jeſus, the Soul 
acts or exerciſes itſelf in that Faith, by receiving, em- 
bracing, truſting, and. believing in Chriſt, or hoping for 
Salvation through him on/y.---Hence Believers. are faid 
to purifie their Souls in obeying the Truth; and becauſe 
 *'See Luke xvi. 30, 31. ib. xxiv. 47. As ii. 38, 41, 44. ib. xi. 18. 
ib. Xvi. 18, 20. + Jer. xxxi. 18, 19, I John xiv. 22. 
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this Grace is of God, he adds through the Spirit . 
- Notwithſtanding the Mind is bus previouſly changed by 
the Holy Ghoſt, yet Faith is abfolutely neceſſary to Sal- 
vation; becauſe, without an Atonement, no Sinner can 
have Peace with God, nor be accepted in his Sight; and 
Faith beholding Chriſt, lays hold on him, that it may 
make Peace with him; which is alſo plain from this 
Scripture: We who are Jews by Nature, and not Sin- 
ners of the Gentiles, knowing that a Man is not juſti- 


» fied by the Works of the Law, but by the Faith of 


Jefus Chriſt ; even we have believed in ' Jeſus Chriſt that 
we might be juſtified by the Faith of Chriſt T. Thus 
by the Spirit of God we are made to know that we can- 
not be juſtified by the Law, or our 6wn Works, where- 
by the Mind is effectually changed from truſting or 
hoping in the Fleſh, or our own Righteouſneſs, (which 
the Scripture calls Repentance from dead Works) 
"-that under his further Influence we, believing in Chriſt, 
may be juſtified by the Faith of Chriſt ; and, at zhe 
Aal, fully know and inherit thoſe Things which are 
freely given to us of God through him: Therefore Faith 
and Repentance are diverſe one from the other, yet are 
both. neceſſary to Salvation. The Heart is cbanged by 
Repentance, but not purified; it is freed from Self- 
us Dependencies, but not from a Conſcience of 
Sin: On the contrary, by Faith in Chriſt's Blood, the 
Heart is purified, or purged from Sin and a guilty Con- 
| ſcience, but not changed.-—Thus, according to his Pro- 
miſe, the Heart of Stone is taken away, and a Heart of 
Fi given to them «who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. 
No Sinner of Adams Race would ever have received 
rom God the Gift of Repentance,'# Chriſt, from the 
Beginning of the World, had not been promiſed to make 
an onement for them, and in the Fulneſs of Tp 
ben 
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| been actually manifeſted in our Nature, that by the Suffer- 
ings of Death he might full exprate, and take away al 

their Iniquities ; for it became him, by «vphom are all Things, 
and for whom are all Things, in bringing many Sons umts 
Glory to make the Captain of their Salvation perfect through 
Sufferings *.---Thus Chriſt was fore-ordarned of God to 
be a Propitiation for ghe Sins of his People, and in 
due Time, according to his eternal Purpoſe, was mani- 
feſied to make the Atonement, by Obedience unto Death, 
in their Room and Stead; thus ſteuing forth, and de- 
claring his Righteouſneſs in the Remiſſion of their Sins, to 
the End that he might be juſt, and the Juſtifier of him 
that beheveth in Jeſus +. And becauſe of this Redemp- 
tion which Chriſt -hath made by his Blood, the Holy 
Ghoſt is ſent down from Heaven, that Sinners, dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, ( for whom Chriſt died) might be 
quickened by his mighty Power, and have their Hearts _ 
prepared by. Repentazice, or a Change of Mind wrought” 
in them, to receive Chriſt and his Salvation in Faith and 
Love unfei gned. 
There are ſome Men who conſider Faith and Repen = 
ance as Works, or moral Duties, that lie within the 
Compaſs of human Ability, and which the fallen Crea- 
ture hath Strength enough to perform : They imagine 
themſelves ſufficiently qualiſied for the Practice of them, 
becauſe the Scripture commands and urges Men to repent 
and believe; yet at the ſame time they are greatly per- 
plexed to find fo few of Mankind that can be perſuaded, 
and effectually wrought upon, to do theſe great Duties 
ſo infinitely intereſting to themſelves, 

But if ſuch Perſons did well remember, and duly con- 
ſider, that in divers Scriptures both Repentance and 
Faith are declared and 7e/{ified to be the Work and Gift 
of God, they would ſoon perceive their Miſtake, and by 
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(18) 
comparing Scripture with Scripture, they might clearly 
underſtand both, and that the Fault was in themſelves ; 
12 it is written, F they had flood in my Counſel, and cauſed 
People to hear my Words, then they ſhould have turned 
them from their evil Way, and from the Evil of their Do- 
nos *; for when theſe Things are commanded and 
urged upon Mankind, it only ſhews their abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity, and that without them no Man can be faved. 
Except ye Repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh ; he that be- 
lieveth not ſhall be damned: Except a Man be born again, 
he cannot fee the Kingdom of God: Thus God commandeth 
all Men every where to repent, and believe the Goſpel, be- 
cauſe he hath appointed a Day wherein he will judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs by that Man whom he hath ordained : 
Yet Repentance, Faith, and Regeneration, or the new 
Birth, are plainly declared and teſtified in Scripture to 
be the Giits of God, and the Work of his Spirit : Where- 
Fore neither in theſe, or any other Scripture, is it ſup- 
poſed that any Man hath Power to repent and believe 
unto the ſaving of the . Soul, only they ſet forth their in- 
finite Importance and Nece/ity ; and until the Sinner 
know that he can do neither, he will remain an entire 
Stranger to both; for if a Man think himſelf to be ſome- 
thing when he is nothing, he decerveth himſelf +. But the 
Scripture is ſo far from declaring the Creature's Suf- 
ficiency for the Performance of theſe Things, that it 
plainly and expreſsly declares his utter Inability.---Turn 
as unto the, O Lora, and we ſhall be turned : For every 
- good Gift, and every perfect Gift, is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of Lights, with whom is no Variable- 
neſs, neither Shadow of turning. Of his own Will begat 
be us with the Word of Truth\|. Therefore all Things 
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whatſoever that relate to the Converſion and Salvation of 

Sinners, mult be of God. 

They are Gifts, becauſe the Subjects, or Partakers of 
them are guilty Creatures, utterly unworthy of the ſmal- 
left Favour at the Hand of God: And they are his 
Work, as the Sinner without Chriſt can do nothing; for 
by him only do we believe in God, who is the Author and 
the Finiſher of our Faith X. 

The Scripture then plainly teaches the Expediency of 
Regeneration, of Repentance towards God, and of Faith . 
in the Blood of Chriſt, and that no Man in his natural 
State, or without a Mediator, or in Unbelief, can enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven; and at the fame time openly 
declares, and fully teſtifies, that we are ſaved freely by 
Grace without Works; ſeeing all Things neceſſary to Sal- 
vation are not of curſefves, but the Gift of God. Hence 
it is that Believers are fo often directed to give Thanks al- 
ways for all Things unto God and the Father in the Name" 
of our Lord Yeſus Chrift + ; for the Gift and Operation of 
his holy Spirit, on our Souls, is as neceſſary for our Sal- 
vation as the previous Gift and Obedience of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt to make the Atonement for us: Without 
Cbriſis Death our Sins could not be expiated, nor we 
pardomed ; and without the Spirit of God working Repent- 
ance, Faith, &c. in our Hearts, we could neither par- 
take of, nor inherit the Bleſſings of Chriſt's Redemption; 
ſuch as Remiſfion of Sins, Juſtification, Adoption, 
Sanctification, and eternal Liſe, which he hath merited 
and purchaſed for us. | x 

Nor is any Man «warranted from Scripture to 
believe or teach that God hath given to a Men a 
Sufficiency of Grace or divine Strength, which if dili- 
gentiy attended to and improved by the Feeble Efforts 


of Nature, he may of hiniſelf truly repent and believe 
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. unto the faving of his Soul : For on the contrary, the 


Scripture declares, that it is Chriſt which worketh all 


in all his Saints; therefore the natural, or unconverted 


Man, doth not at all comcr with the Spirit of God and 
of Chriſt, in working his own Converſon; and after 
Converſion 'tis not of himſelf that he endures to the 
End, and is ſaved; but from the Grace and Spirit of 
God which is with him; for he declares again, it is God 


who worketh even in Believers, both to will and to do, of 


his own good Pleaſure; or becauſe of that nia 


© Sacrifice and perfect Obedience of his dear Son Jeſus 


Chriſt, with whom he is «ell pleaſed, and in whom bis 
Soul deli ghteth.---Hence he ach again, all Things are of 
God, 2 hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thus tis plain from Scripture, daily Experience, and 
Matter of Fact, that the Notion of ordinary Grace, 
which is ſuppoſed to be common to Man, is a groſs Er- 


ur, and mere Deluſion ; for it doth not teach Men to 


deny all Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly and godly in this preſent World; and therefore 
it cannot be the true, or ſaving Grace of God Þ revealed 
in the Goſpel, and wherein uwe ſtand. 

Men, indeed, may perform the Letter of Ordinances, 
practiſe the Outfide of moral Duties, and all the Externals 
of Religion, but they can no more regenerate, and ſane- 


tie themſelves, than perform that Righteouſneſs which 


the Law requires, and which the Son of God alone ful- 
Filed for the Juſtification of his People: Therefore Chri/t 


3s made of God to Believers, (which Faith is alſo his 

Giſt) Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification and Redemp- 

tion J. 

- Now if the Law could have given Life, verily that 

Righteouſneſs whereby we are juſtified would have been 

by the Law ||, or by Obedience to it in our own 3 
an 
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and then there could have been no Need of, nor-Room fo 
Chris Obedience, and Sufferings for us: In like manner, 
could we but renew, cleanſe, and ſanctiſie ourſelyes by 
any Strength, Means, or Power, which is natural to us, 
and common to Men, there would have been no Ne 
of, nor Occaſion for the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, and his 
facred Influences, either to convince, to convert, or to 
ſanctiſie the People of God; but the Expediency of the 
latter is as clearly revealed in Scripture as that of the 
former; that is to ſay, as nothing but the Death of Chriſt 
could make Atonement for Sins; ſo none but the Spirit of 
God can prepare onr Hearts to receive and apply that 
Atonement to our Souls; he alone makes us Partakers 
of the Benefit, and cauſes us to inherit the infinite Blefings 
of the Gofpel of Chrijt.---Now, whatſoever God doth, it 
ſhall be for ever, nothing can be put to it, nor any thing 
taken from it. Eccliſ. iii. 14. In all his Ways, Works and 
Judgements, his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Juſlice and Truth, are 
made manifeſt : Therefore the Gitt of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and his divine Operations, are as neceſſary to the Sinners 
Salvation as the Atonement of Chriſt ; as the /atter was 
abſolutely exhedient, for it beloved Chriſt to ſuffer ; ſo alſo 
there was a needs be for the former, that God's Ele& 
might obtain the Salvation which he had promiſed them 
in Chriſt Jeſus, before the World began. It is the Spirit 
of God that convinces them of Sin *, of Rrighteouſneſs, 
| 4 and 


Conviction of Sin is by ſome Divines improperly termed legal Repent- 
ance ; hence Repentance has been often 3 with it. 
But that Repentance preached and teſtified in Scripture, is not ly a 
Law Work, but the Gif of Chriſt, and the Operation of his Spirit. We al- 
low that Conviction of Sin muſt ever precede Repentance ; but the latter 
does not always follow the former; therefore it muſt be carefully d:fin- 
guiſhed from it. 
pentance is a ſaving Gag; but Conviction is not: Repentance is 
exly found in the Hearts of God's Ele& ; but Conviction of Sin is common 
to Reprobates, The Dewvils are convinced of Sin, but do not repent, becauſe 
Repentance is not granted to them. Peter exhorts to repent them that were 


already 


11 
and of Judgment *. It is the ſame Spirit that ft works 


Faith A in their Hearts, and afterwards fills them with 


all Joy and Peace in believing {.---They are firengthened 
with all Might in the inner Man 8; and the Love of God 
is ſhed abroad in their Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt || ; 
finally, by the /eff ſame Spirit, they are led into all 


Truth (a), and receive of Chriſt's Fulneſs Grace for 


Grace (6b). 

Thus wwe have received, not the Spirit of the World, 
but the Spirit which is of God, that we might know the 
Things that are freely given to us of God (c): Therefore 
we believe and teach, according to the Scripture, that 
the Spirit of Truth which proceedeth from the Father 
and the Son is come into the World, and that none are 
the Sons of God, but what have received, and are led, 
by the Spirit of God; which Doctrine, together with 


that of Juſtification by Faith only, ſeems to be the Rea 


of your charging me in the 2 Place with preaching * an 
enthufiaſtic (d) Faith without Fruits. But ſeeing this is 
manifeſtly 


already convinced, of Sin. 4#s ii. 38. Conviction is con/etent with Le- 
gail at Heart and Se/*Righteou/ſne/s; but through Repentance the Soul is 
divinely changed, and delivered from it. 

* 7ohn xvi. 8. + 1 Cor. xii. 9, 11, 13. t Rom. xv. 13. 


6. Eph. ii. 16. ] Rom. v. 5. (a) John xvi. 13. (6) Jobn i. 16. 


c) 1 Cor. ii. 12. 

(4) Enthufiaſm : This Word cannot properly be uſed in a bad Senſe; 
its Meaning 1s good. It by no means ſignifies what unreaſonable and 
wicked Men deſign by it: Our Adverſaries have refed and diftorted it 
from its genuine Senſe and original Import, when they uſe it to denote a 
fond Conceit or vain Imagination, of being under the /acred Influences and 
holy Inſpiration of God; for it 4 85 truly and really to be ſo. We confeſs it 
is poflible* for Men to be under Delu/frons and Makes of this Nature, and 
believe there are many who think themſelves to be moved and inſpired by 
the Holy Ghoſt that are not; but this vain Conceit and Illuſſon of Satan is 
not truly expreſſed and fgnified by the Word Enthuſiaſm; which imports 
nat a vain Imagination Or groundle/s Perſuaſion of the holy Breathings or In- 


4 ſpiration of the Almighty Spirir, but the Reality and Certainty of them; 
nor does the Word figniſie any thing more than what is the Privilege of 
all Believers, and common to the Children of God, as it is written; It Hall 
come to paſs in the laſt Days, faith God, I will peur out of my Spirit . 
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4A 23) 
manifeſtly the Doctrine of Paul, and the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, I have no need to be aſhamed. 

Now that Faith which is grounded on Fats, proved 
and ?eſt:fied by the fulleſt Evidence and higheſt Teſimom 
imaginable ; that Faith, whoſe Author and Finiſher it 
Chrift, which is wrought by the holy Spirit of Promiſe, 
which alſo purifies the Heart, worketh by Love, and 
brings forth good Fruit in the Life and Converſation, can- 
not be a diabolical or imaginary Faith; and in all my 
Sermon it is 729 other Faith that I ſeek to promote and 
eſtabliſh, even to believe the Witneſs which God hath 
witneſſed of bis Son, unto Juſtification, and Holineſs of 
Life: For to believe that in Chrijt God is well pleaſed, 
whereof he hath given Aſſurance unto all Men, in that 
he hath raiſed him from the Dead, is a Truth as clear 
and certain as that the Scriptures are the Oracles of God. 

Therefore whoſoever believeth in him ſhall be faved 
by him. 


Now 


all Fl: ; and the Apoſtle adds, The Promiſe is to you, and to your Children, 
and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord qur Gd Hall call. 
Acts ii. 17, 29. The Apoſtle John has the very Word from whence it is 
derived, He that dwelleth in Love duellethb in God, and God in bim. 
1 John iv. 16,—Dzvel/eth in God; that is, in other Words, is an EA. 
thafiaft ; for an Enthuſiaſt /zterally ſignifies one that is in God. | Enthuſiaſm 
and Atheiſm are perfect Oppoſites, being directly contrary one to the other: 
He that is nor an Euthaſſaſt, is an Atheiſt; and he that is not an Atheiſt is 
an . every Man is of Neceſſity one or the other, there being ns 


Medium hetwixt them; for as an Atheiſt is one that is avis bout God, an Es- 


thu/inſt is one that is i God, or hath God dwelling in him: But as theſe 
Characters are both odious and hateful to the World, *tis probable that 
Mr. Dodd will be extremely awer/e to declare for either; yet one would 
imagine he could not heſitate a Moment; ſeeing, at his firſt Entrance into 
the Miiftry, he openly declared himſelf an Enthufiaft, or one moved by 
the Holy Ghee, to go and preach the Goſpel ; and every Time he admini- 
ſters, or partakes of, the Lord's Supper, he makes a public Confe/ffon of 
it, declaring, that © he dwwelleth in Chrift, and Chriſt in him,” prayi 

alſo, that God would * z»/þ:re continually the univerſal Church evith : 

Spirit of Truth.” Upon the Whole, then, we may ſafely conclude, that 
Mr. Dodd hath groſsly erred ; for both Scripture, and the Dogtines f bis 
own Church, are againſt him, | . 


(44) 

Now the Apoſtles have teſtified, God al bearing them 
witneſs, that there is Salvation for Mankind in 20 other 
Name but that of Jeſus Chriſt ; and if in no other, then 
it follows, that except there be Salvation for Sinners 
through Jeſus Chriſt, none of the human Race can 
ever be faved, but muſt all periſh everlaſtingly. But, 
bleſſed be God, and the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
; we believe there is Salvation to be had in and through 
him, as the Scripture witnefſeth. Now Chriſt muſt 
needs become the Author of eternal Salvation to his Peo- 
ple by the Things which he did and ſuffered, or it could not 
be expedient that he ſhould fulfil the Law, and ſuffer its 
Penalty; therefore to deny Juſtification by Faith in 
Chriſt's Blood, uni cur Works or Merits be added to it, 
has an obvious Tendency to ſubvert the Gofpel of God's 
Grace towards Mankind, to make the Scripture, or 
Word of God, of no Effect, and, conſequently, to de- 
Ffiroy the Hopes of all Men. | 

But if you continue, Sir, to deny this Faith, or ſeek 
to deſtroy it, as diabolical in its Nature, or, at beſt, but 
a vain and empty Notion, entertained and careſſed only 
by Fools and Madmen ;---I cannot fee how you could be 
any looſer by openly renouncing the Chriſtian Name, 
were not» ecclefaſiical Preferment connected with the 
public Profeſſion of Chriſtianity in h Kingdoms; for if 
a Man that confeſſes Chriſt to be come in th, Fleſh, does 
not znder/tand by it, and confeſs alſo, that Chriſt hath 
fimſhed and perfected the Work which he came into the 
World to d, and to finiſh; even to make an End of Sin, 
and bring in everlaſiing Righteouſneſs, Dan, ix. 24. 
to what Purpoſe doth he believe that the Maſiab is 
come, and that Jeu of Nazareth is the very Chriſt ; 
for if he hath not anſwered the End of his coming, ac- 

. cording to the Prophecies which went before concern- 
ing him; or hath nat taken away Sin by the he. 
| 5 W 
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which he ſuffered, (ſeeing he was manifeſted on Pur. 


poſe to take away our Sins) then is our Faith vain, 


und our Hope of Salvation through Chriſt, a meer De- 


lufion : But far be it from us to think or ſpeak thus of 
Jer of Nazareth, who gave himſelf a Ranſom for many 

inners, whom God alſo. raiſed again from the Dead, 
and hath exalted him with his own Right Hand to be a 
Prince and a Saviour to give Repentance, to Iſrael, and 
Remiſfion of Sins. Now if Chriſt hath fulfilled the Law 
of Righteouſneſs, and put away Sin by the Sacrifice of 


- himſelf, it behoved him to do and to ſuffer theſe Things, 


either on his wn Account and to fave himſelf, or on Ac. 

count of others; that they might reap the Benefit of 
his Labours, and be faved thereby.---But 'tis plain and 
evident from the Words of Truth, that he was under 
no Obligation either to obey the Law, or to ſuffer its Pe- 
nalty, thereby to juſtify or to ſave b1mſelf; for in him 
was no Sin, nor was it pofible there ſhould be Iniguity 
found in that holy and juſi Perſon, who is over all God 
bleſſed for ever; conſequently both his active and paſſive 
Obedience was on the Account of others.---He fulfilled 
the Law for his choſen People who were wnder that 
Law, but could not fulfil it for themſelves ; and he en- 
dured its awful Penalty and Curſe for thoſe Tranſgreſfors, 
who, by Sin and Diſobedience, were obnoxtous to its 
Curſe, but could not endure it. * 


' . Wherefore it is a rigbteaus Thing with God to impute 


Chri/i's Righteouſneſs and Atonement to thoſe of Man- 
kind, in whoſe Name, and for whoſe Sakes, Chriſt was 
made under the Law, obeyed its Righteouſneſs perfecih, 
ſuffered its Curſe fully, and was raiſed again from the 

ead for their Tuſtification ; and becauſe theſe Things 
are plainly declared and teſſiſied in the holy Scrip- 
ture, nothing can be more irrational, abſurd, and 
wicked, than to ſuppoſe * preaching W 
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o clearly revealed,” and ſupported alſo by divine Autho- 
rity, 2 meer Fables, or Satanical Deluſion 
But you fay i is a Faith without Fruits; what Reaſon 
| e Mare for this Aſſertion, I know not: Is it becauſe 
e Profeflors abuſe the Grace of God, and turn it inte 
Wantoimeſs? And have you, Sir, never met with Per- 
Tons of chr Diſpoſition and Character, that are profeſſe 
Enemies to the Doctrines of free Grace, and Juſtification 
by Chriſt amy? If fo, as you undoubtedly have, then 
the Abuſe cannot be juſtly charged upon the Doctrine. 
unleſs you can prove that the Maintainers and Friends of 
Goſpel Doctrine are mere generally immoral than any 
other ; of profeſſed free from all Obligation to walk in 
Riphteouimeſs and Holineſs of Life. = 
But if Pride, Covetouſneſs, Injuſtice, Uncleanneſs, 
Intempetance, Blaſphemy, Worldly-mindedneſs, and 
Every Species of Immorality, Impiety, and Inhumanity ; 
are os notbrious among the Adverſartes of this Doftrine, 
as among the Hide and Profeſſors of it; the De#rine 
itſelf cannot be raticnaly ſuppoſed to lead them to li- 
tendous Practices, or be the Occgſn 2 ; ſeeing thoſe 
that believe it not, are equally locſe and wicked in their 
Z - 7 OTTER nn ont nee 
But dis manifeſt, and we do affirm, that, in general, 
thoſe who hold the Doctrine of Juſtification by Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, 4e7thout the Concurrence of our own 
Works, do by far excel their Adverſaries in the Praclice 
4 ed Works.---There are, we allow, many that confeſs 
the Truth who walk not in the Truth; many who pro- 


eſs to know God, that in Works deny him; by reaſon of 
whom, the 1 of Truth is evil ſpoken of but God 
ſhall wound the Head of his Enemies, and the hairy 


Scalp of ſuch as go on flill in thetr Wickednefs ; and we are 
o far from e or approving fuch vain Talkert, 
Athy Dreamers, and Litertine Proſe 


ertine Profe 


ors, that we count 
them 


. 


c 


them the very Enemies of the Croſs of Chrif,” whoſe End is 


— AS OC Rk IS PRI 7 O01 yo vw key 


(27) 


Defiruftion, whofe Gad is their Belly, and wheſe Glory is 
in their Shame, who mind earthly Things. If Mr. Dodd 
reckons among the Friends and Preachers of that Goſ- 
pel we are contending for, either Mr, R--—y, or Mr. 
, whoſe Herefies and abominable Tenets are mani- 
feft unto all Men, it muſt. be owing to his entire Igua- 
rance both of them and us; for if he had read, and 
made himſelf acquarnred with their Writings and Prin- 
ciples, he could not but know that theſe Men are as 
much our Enemies as himſelf, and do as openly blaſ- 
pheme the Scripture Docrrines of Salvation by free 
Grace, of Juſtification: through Faith in Chriſt, and his 
$ impated.. Thus we meet with Oppo- 
fition from all Quarters; we are troubled on every Side; 
reproached and hated of all Men; by Libertines, u 
be Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe we dare nut ap- 
prove their evil Deeds, and run with them into. the! Jams 
Exceſs of Riot and ; by theſe who ſeek to 


jag themſebves, and feign would be ſaved by their own 
abe : 


; becauſe we cannot allow them any thing 
whereof to glory over others before God 1 but, on the 
contrary, we aſſert, that God ſuſtiſterh the Ungody, even 
him that leb not, but believeth ; for it hath pleaſed 
God, 4 the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, to ſave them 
that believe." 4dy, You affirm that to © depend om 
Rig awithout Mort, is to depend on that which has 
no Exiſlence. By Nighteouſneſs in this Place, you, 
undoubtedly, mean \ the Righteouſneſs \ of Chriſt; elſe 

r Reference to my Sermon on the Occaſion, would 
be whelly impertinent ; it being my profeſſed Deſign in 


. hat Diſcourſe, to treat of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs as the 


Sinners only in order to. Acceptance with God. 
If a Man | — 5 his own Ri teouſneſs when, he 
hath not fulfilled the Law of Righteouſneſs, he is, un- 
þ cone | Ladens 6 E 2 4 : low is doubt 4 
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doubtedly, deceiving bimſelf, and when he teaches others 
to do ſo too, he: decerves them likewiſe ; and, conſe- 
quently, both the Deceiver and the Deceived depend 
upon that which hath u Exiſtence, for there is none 
righteous, no-not one : But we knowing ourſehves to be Sin- 
ners, or Tranſgreſſors of God's righteous Law, have 
therefore believed in Jeſus Chriſt, nt bis Righteouſneſs 
being imputed unto us, we mi gbr be juſtified thereby; 
nor can we be deceived in N ſeeing the Scrip- 
ture abclares, that Chriſt is made of God Righteouſneſs 
unto all them that believe, therefore in him, and by 
the Faith of him, we are Partaters of that Righteouſneſs 
Which" is perfect as the. Law is perfect. Now this 
Righteouſneſs of God which the Goſpel reveals, wrth- 
cut the Law &, that he might be juft in juſtifying the Hat cg 
which beheveth in Jeſus, is that R ere 
if a Man depend on it, you ſay . he depends — gr 
! Are 


which hath no — 1 "Shocking 
theſe, Sir, your Words? Isit poſſible that Mr: Dada, a Pru- 
team and a Clergyman, ſhould be the Author of them? 
ere ghteouſneſs of 
and his Cbriſt hath -** no Exiſtence? Shocking 
Blaſpbemy !---That this is the true Meaning and Senſe of 
vort Words, cannot, I think, be juſtly denied; from 
hence one'or beth of theſe dreadful and ablerred Con- 
. — naturally follow : Firſt, that the Rightequſneſs 
Chriſt had no proper Exiſtence; and his Obedience un- 
to Deach for the Redemption of: Sinners, was rather an 
#magiuary than real Thing: Or, ſecondly, that what be 
did and juffered was not een fave the Guilty; and 
1 3 erte 
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2 © {have ſhewn at large in che laſt of printed Letters, tar 81 Paul, 
: — 4 27 Romans and cli where he 10 often mar- 
Marr excludes, the Works , of the from bavin 
= our Fuftification before Ged, that s and means —_ 
wal Work: as well as 2 Seq page g 30. | 


SES in A > Atudha 


(29) 
the Meli. Now a Man that preſumes publicly to afſert 


this, does more than deny that Jeſus is the Chriſt the Son 
of God; and may be juſtly ranked with the b Infidels 


or Atheiſts of the Age; for he that-demeth the Son, de- 
meth the Father alſo ; and hath likewiſe made lim a Liar, 
becauſe he believeth not the Record which God gave of | his 
Son, and this is the Record, that be hath given 1 us eternal 
Life, and this Life is in his Son. 1 John v. 10, 11. 
And if the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt has no Exiſtence, 


then the promiſed Chriſt is not come in the Fleſh; for 


both are declared in Scripture concerning Jeſus, both are 
proved by the ſelf ſame Evidence, and F perted by the 


fame divine Authority of the New Teſtament : He that 


faith Jets Chriſt is the Son of God, teſtzfies at the fame 
time that he is the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs to 
every one that believeth : Rom. x. 3. If then Chriſt hath 
not fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, he is not the true Chriſt 
the Son of God; but this being demonſtrated an infal- 
lible Truth by his Refurrett1on again from the Dead, it 


proves at the ſame time that he firmed the Work which 


the Father had given him to do ; that is, he bath put 
Stn by the Sacrifice of himſelf, and brought in everlaſti 
eoufneſs ; for which Cauſe the Scripture | 

that God is 7u/t in juſtifying the Ungody, even him that 
wur erb not, but belicueth in Jeſus : But Righteouſneſs 
without Works,” though it be the Righteoulel of God, 
is in your Opinion not worthy the Name of Righteouſ- 
neſs; and to depend on it is to. depend on that which 
bath no Exiſtence.” » 

+I am ſorry, Sir, that you have read your Bible with 
0 little Attention, and, I may add, to fo little Purpoſe ; 
but to prevent the like Blunder and fatal Miſtake for 
future, be perſuaded this once to look into St. Paul's 
piltle to the Romans, ch. iv. 6. where you will find 


theſe-Words : David deſeribeth the Bleſſedneſs of the Man 
er | 2: © unth p 
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wth dem God inputcth :. Righteouſueſe without Works.” 
Here, you ſee, is the very Doctrine which you ſa madly 
oppoſe ; and expreſſed alſo in the ſelf ſame Farm of 
2 555 which you have blaſphemed as Satanicul and 
weluſroe ; it follows, therefore, that. your Speeches are 
E but St. Paul; not againſt my Sermon *, 
holy Scripture; or in ele ords. of the 
poltle we are nn taught the Doctrine of 
. without Works, or of Juſtification 
by the Righteouſnels, of Chriſt | imputed to us. 
It is al a Righteouſneſs that zeal exiſts, and not 
a meer Imagination, for God imputeth it to them that 
believe; and. it may ſafely be iruſeed. to, or depended on, 
as-bringing Salvation with it; for he declares, ad is 
the Man to whom Gad imputeth n 
then,” dis plain that you jo flatly. denied what the 
— Beripture @fer7s; and the oppoſite. Doctrine which, yau 
maintain cannot be of Ged. but ant Dae une 
Fou cad make it appear that vou have received a neu- 
Revelation oy to that which is a/ready 
the ba Serip Thus it oſten, happens, the gt 
gatity N — forward to condemn the gviltleſs; and 
che greateſt Ent lust (in your corrapt,Senſe of the Word) 
makes the loudeſt -Clomorr and Oantgry againſt. it. 
Aud whereas you have taught that © Righteouſneſs with- 
out Wars has no Exiſtence i” and; St. Paul an the con- 
trary.) Afirms, that God inputetb Righteoufneſs , uythout 
Mork. You have certainly by this Attempt, to prove the 
8 a — and a Deca, N N a 08 — 


© *. CE Ui abe the Pains 6e perle wy eib Sers _ | 
Were ivnow a ſecond Edition in che Pref) will: fee that I have rc 


* wee, and teſlißed tue Necoliity of Repentauce, Fa, mh bal 


ience in Heart and Life, in all holy 8 
c and that che Faith which 1 8 „ is not ©*© without 
Ert,“ whereby it will appear that Mr. Ne 
Mau, or is guilty of a vroſs Nlander, See page 16 17, 18, 28. 
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b upon yourſelf; as will be readily Se 
Rr 
and New Teſtament. Thus the Decerver is himſelf in 
the Iſſue always deceived; and the Wicked is taken in the 
| Snare that he laid for others. 
Aſter this Manner Mr. Dodd has had the Afurance to 
deny the Apoſtles Doctrine; and I apprehend it requires 
no {mall Degree of Yamy and Self-concer? to do this.— 
What were your Maier in taking ſo mach Pans to 
convince your Hearers and the World of your Diſaffection 
to the imparrd Riphteauſneſs of Chriſt, ar the abborred 
Name of a Methoahft, 1 will not take upon me to fay. 
Tis true, St. Paul, and the reſt of the Apoltles, 
m the Courſe of their Miniſtry, were counted by their 
Adverſaries either Fo or Madmen; who alſo affirmed 
of them, that they taught Mankind o do Evil that on 
might come a; or to fin that Grace might abound + ; and 
even accuſed them of living diforderly, and waking ac- 
Fleſh T. But that Mr. Dodd ſhould lay any of 
Wer Ling to their Charge, cannot but ſurpriſe many 
who have 0 known bim in Times paſt ; for it is 


not long ſince that he publiſhed a Set of Diſcourſes, 


wherein he tells us, that «* the Heart of Man by Na- 
ture is eſtranged and alienated from God and Chriſt; 

would try every other Means, and ſeek for Salvation in 
any Way, rather than accept it as a free Gift from 
Chriſt: © To caſt away all Se/f-Righteouſneſs is grievous to 
the Heart in its 4 State of Pride, and Aﬀectation 
of Independency. Man would ftill be as Gad, ſtill 
work aur, and merit for himſelf, his own Salvation; and 
he muſt be driven to the laſt Extremity, ſee the Infullt- 
ciency of Lau and Self, of Morality and Works, before 
he can caſt away all other Confidence, and apply to 


Jeſus with a Lord jeve, or I periſh.” bis Paſſage con» - 


© # Rom. iii, 8, + Rom, vi. 1. ü 1 Cor. x. 3. 
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tains un Doctrine that cannot be gainſayed. Here 
you tops Mankind, in the plaineſt Manner, that they are 
guilty, ruined Creatures, without the leaſt Hep or Hupe 
in and of themſelves: You aſſert that Salvation is a free 
Gift from Chriſt, and therefore all Self-R:ghteoufneſs, 
Morality, Works, &c. is to be renounced by us, and that 
we have no other Confidence but Je Chri/t.---You alſo 
juſtly obſerve, that ſuch is the Pride and Self-fuffictency 
of Man's Heart by Nature, that he affects 
as God, and he muſt be driven to the laſt Extremity be- 
fore he can be ſufficiently humbled to acknowledge 
that he can merit nothing and do nathing, and be under 
the Neceſſity of hoping in Chriſt abne for Righteouſneſs 
unto Juſtification of Life. But how comes it to paſs, 
Sir, that you now deny this Doctrine, and fight againſt 
it? Is it becauſe you are convinced of having been in 
Time paſt a Teacher of falſe Doctrine, and promoted what 
you now call an Ernthufiafic Faith, as well as others? 
But have ſince found out a Scheme of Doctrine, and Me- 
Hod of preaching more rational, eafy, and profitable; 
and, if ſo, without Doubt, as a true Penitent, you ought - 
to have confeſſed your _ Errars * _ inſtead of 

Ointing at my Sermon, have mention e Entbuſamm 
— 5 ſor if the Diſcourſe preached Wat the 
Magdalen Society contains ſound Doctrine; the Paſſage 
Which I have cited from your Diſcourſes on the Mira- 
cles muſt certainly be falſe ; and in order to prevent any 
Reader from being miſled by it, it behoves you to in- 
form the Public of your then Blindneſs, and miſtaken 
Neon in the important Doctrine of Juſtification, © But 
the Spirit of Truth the World cannot receive, and the 
Kingdom of Chriſt is nat from hence; wherefore he 
faith, F any Man auill come after me, let him deny bimfelf, 
and tale up his Croſ and follow me; he that ui fave his 
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Sake, the ſamo Wes 2 SMT profited, if 
be (ſhall gain the whole Warld and loofe his own Rn? Or 
wha ſhall a Man give in Exchinge for bis Soul? No 
neipal Deſign, Sir, in writing to you this Letter, 
is to vindicat the Apoftle's Doctrine from that unjuſt Re- 
which you have caſt upon it; and it is, Aube 
right and fit, and che hunden Duty of the feeblſt of the 
Diſe les of Jeſus, to declare openly, and contend earneflly, 
k n of be ge 1 5 theſe peri bus Times f. 
prin its Adverſaries are ; powerful and numeruus: 
ſe ye, *Meroz, (ſaid t Angel of the Lord) cnſeg bite 
terly the Inhabitants dere . they came not 70 the 
Help'of the Lord, tothe Help of the Lord againſt. the Migbiy t. 
Moreover, it hath pleaſed God by the fooliſh T. Din of ho | 
World to confound the wiſe, and by 5 ings 10 confound. | 
FR: Things that are mighty. © 
I have alſo uſed no flattering Titles, but great Plainneſs 
5 Speech, if peradventure your Eyes ſhould, be opened, 
and God. may give you Repentante to the ackniwwledging of 
the Truth; and if I have uſed"Sharpneſs, it is according to 
the Apoſtolic Imunction, knowing alſo that 905 ul are 
k the Wounds of a Friend; and, perhaps, ay ſee 
© Cauſe to think me ſuch . though for e 
you ma me an Enemy r open tellin ou the 
— Tauch. 85 5 bd | 
The greatrieſs of your! Sin in 8 r traducing, 
and pouring Contempt upon the Righteouſneſs of the Son of 
Gad, I am at a Loſs to ſet forth; repent therefore, and 
pray God, , perhaps it may be forgiven. to 
Simon the-Sorcerer was once reputed a Believer as 
Well as yourſelf, but at the fame time, his. Heart © 
(which was not right in the Sight of God) ſecretly lala 
after the Covetoufneſs, and Applauſe of this World ; 5 
8 © 
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